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today in tribute and recognition of City of 
Cleveland Council President Martin J. 
Sweeney, as he is being honored by the Cuy-
ahoga County Democratic Party on March 26, 
2006. 

Councilman Sweeney was born and raised 
in Cleveland. After graduating from St. Igna-
tius High School, he enrolled at Cleveland 
State University, where he earned a Bach-
elor’s degree in political science. A natural 
athlete, Councilman Sweeney was a member 
of the 1986 Cleveland State Basketball team 
that reached the ‘‘Sweet 16’’ in that year’s 
NCAA tournaments. He also graduated from 
the Leadership Cleveland Class of 2004—an 
organization that unites community leaders 
from a myriad of fields and areas with a focus 
on improving the overall quality of life through-
out the Cleveland community. 

The residents of Ward 20 have entrusted 
Councilman Sweeney with the direction and 
well being of their neighborhood by voting him 
as their representative for four consecutive 
terms. Last December, Council Representa-
tives also reflected their unwavering faith in 
his leadership by unanimously electing him as 
President of Cleveland City Council. Council-
man Sweeney also serves the City as Chair of 
the Finance Committee. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join us 
in honor of Martin J. Sweeney, Ward 20 
Cleveland Councilman and President of Cleve-
land City Council, as we join with the Cuya-
hoga County Democratic Party in recognition 
of his dedicated service and contribution fo-
cused on the residents of Ward 20. Council-
man Sweeney’s steady leadership and focus 
on uplifting the quality of life for his constitu-
ents serves to elevate the well being of our 
entire community. 
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IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF 
GEORGE BECKER 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 30, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of George Becker, 
former International President of the United 
Steelworkers of America, a former marine, 
steelworker, and noble and fine worker for 
labor who has helped to build a greater United 
Steelworkers of America throughout his mem-
bership. 

Mr. Becker was raised in Granite City, Illi-
nois as a second-generation Steelworker. 
Later he went to work at American City Steel 
in the summer of 1944. 

In 1965, he was named as a USWA staff 
representative and came to the International 
headquarters in 1975. In the Safety and 
Health Department, he was instrumental in es-
tablishing some of the first national health 
standards adopted by the Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration for workers exposed 
to lead, arsenic and other toxic substances. 

Mr. Becker served as administrative assist-
ant to Lynn Williams, after Williams became 
international secretary in 1977 and inter-
national president in 1983. Becker served two 
terms as international vice president for ad-
ministration, having been elected to that posi-
tion in 1985 and re-elected in 1989. 

As vice president, Becker chaired the United 
Steelworkers of America’s Aluminum Industry 

Conference and guided the union’s collective 
bargaining in the aluminum industry. He led 
major corporate campaigns, including the 
campaign against Ravenswood Aluminum 
Corporation that achieved the significant firing 
of 1,300 permanent scab replacement workers 
and the return to work of 1,600 steelworkers 
after a 20-month lockout. 

In November 1993 he was elected United 
Steelworker’s sixth international president and 
reelected in November 1997. George Becker’s 
presidency was marked by many major 
achievements. He restructured the union effi-
ciency and political strength. He led the suc-
cessful merger of the United Rubber Workers 
into the USWA in July 1995. And in January 
1997, he finalized the merger of the Alu-
minum, Brick and Glass Workers with the 
United Steelworkers of America. 

He also worked as a crane operator at Gen-
eral Steel Castings, and as an assembler at 
Fisher Body. Becker became active in the 
United Steelworkers of America as a member 
of Local 4804 at Dow Chemical’s aluminum 
rolling mill in Madison, Illinois. Working as an 
inspector in the mill, he was elected succes-
sively as a local treasurer, vice president and 
president. 

Becker was a vocal advocate for the United 
Steelworkers of America in Washington, testi-
fying before Congress and meeting with Con-
gressional leaders and members of the Ad-
ministration. On the world stage, he was an 
executive committee member of the Inter-
national Metalworkers Federation and chair-
man of the world rubber council of the Inter-
national Federation of Chemical, Energy, Mine 
and General Workers’ Unions. 

This man is truly one to be honored and 
emulated as a great president of the United 
Steelworkers and a representative of labor 
who worked tirelessly for workers everywhere. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor and recognition of George Becker, 
whose dedication and hard work in rep-
resenting workers everywhere has helped the 
growth of the United Steelworkers of America. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO MOLLY 
GOODMAN 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 30, 2006 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Molly Goodman as she and her fam-
ily commemorate the tenth anniversary of her 
victory against ovarian cancer. 

Mrs. Goodman, like so many women strick-
en with this disease, never suspected that her 
abdominal and gastrointestinal pain concealed 
a Stage 3 ovarian cancer diagnosis. The can-
cer, which had spread from Mrs. Goodman’s 
ovaries to parts of her abdomen, was discov-
ered during a surgery to remove her gall blad-
der. 

We can only imagine the worry that must 
accompany such a diagnosis. The five-year 
survival rate for Stage 1 ovarian cancer is ap-
proximately ninety percent. This figure drops, 
drastically and devastatingly, to a fifteen to 
twenty percent chance of survival once the 
cancer has elevated to Stage 3. Mrs. Good-
man was fortunate not only to receive imme-
diate surgery and chemotherapy to treat the 

disease, but also to qualify for a limited pro-
tocol providing a second round of chemo-
therapy. No signs or symptoms of the cancer’s 
reoccurrence have since appeared. 

I commend Phil Goodman, Molly’s husband, 
for using this ten-year milestone, one of joy 
and reflection, to contribute to the National 
Ovarian Cancer Coalition. By sharing Mrs. 
Goodman’s story, the couple not only cele-
brates Mrs. Goodman’s survival, but also 
raises awareness about the severity of ovarian 
cancer. 

We here in Washington need to do our part 
to raise awareness about risk factors and 
early warning signs for ovarian and other 
gynecologic cancers. In this Congress and the 
last, I introduced Johanna’s Law: The 
Gynecologic Cancer Education and Aware-
ness Act, which would require the federal gov-
ernment to take action to increase early detec-
tion of gynecologic cancers and ensure that 
other women never have to go through what 
Molly Goodman did. Our bill currently has over 
230 cosponsors, and we are doing everything 
we can to make it law. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
recognizing Molly Goodman on this momen-
tous occasion and to share in her hope that 
we continue to make progress in diagnosing 
and defeating this terrible disease. 
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CONGRATULATING KAYLA BARBER 

HON. MELISSA A. HART 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 30, 2006 

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate Kayla Barber 
for her outstanding accomplishments in the 
Missionette Program in New Castle, Pennsyl-
vania. 

The Missionette Program is sponsored by 
First Assembly of God in New Castle, Penn-
sylvania. It is a national program that is equiv-
alent to the Girl Scout program, except the 
Missionette Program emphasizes Biblical 
themes. Kayla has achieved the highest award 
in the program which includes twenty seven 
units with each unit consisting of four lessons, 
a memory verse, activities, and a project. 
They are required to read the entire New Tes-
tament and nine honor steps are to be com-
pleted which include intense memorization, 
and this all concludes with testing. This is not 
an easy achievement. 

Kayla, a 5th grade student, will be honored 
May 7, 2006 at First Assembly of God for her 
outstanding accomplishment. 

I ask my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating Kayla Barber for her outstanding 
accomplishments in the Missionette Program. 
It is an honor to represent the Fourth Con-
gressional District of Pennsylvania and a 
pleasure to salute such outstanding citizen 
such as Kayla. 
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HONORING BARRY PURVIS 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 30, 2006 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Barry Purvis, who was named the 2006 
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